No. 332, December 1997 


RARS Christmas Party 
At the next RARS 
General Meeting 
December 2, 1997 
Food, Fun, & Song 
‘Bring Your 
Favorite 
Dessert 
Call Pat 677-8820 


RARS Webpage:http://rtpnet.org/~rars 


Last Minute Notes: 


Tuesday December 2, 1997 is also a night 
of election of Club officers. Normally the 
nominating committee report appears (and did) 
in the EXCITER before the meeting. Unfortu- 
nately, the EXCITER arrived after the meeting 
in many households. So elections are Decem- 
ber 2nd. Nominations (if any) will be accepted 
from the floor and following the election, 
installation will take place. The informal and 
fun part of the meeting follows. Bring dessert 
goodies (coordinate with Pat 677-8820) to 
avoid massive duplication. Other finger foods 
and soft drinks will be provided. Bring signifi- 
cant other and children too! 


Richard ‘Travels Again 


Almost exactly one year ago, some of us 
met a young ham at Jarsfest. Richard Shannon, 
KBORNF, had traveled from Salina Kansas to 
attend an evaluation procedure at Duke Univer- 
sity Medical Center to be considered as a 
candidate for a bilateral lung transplant. He 


was placed on the transplant list as a possible 
recipient. Richard was able to find a place to 
stay within the amateur community and arrived 
in the Raleigh area at the end of April this year. 
Unfortunately, Richard returned to his home- 
town of Salina, Kansas without a transplant at 
the end of November. 


During his stay, Richard was strong 
enough at times to participate in several ham 
activities around RARS and DFMA. He 
worked with RARS this summer at the North 
Carolina Summer Games of the Special Olym- 
pics. Richard was able to get a look at our 
winning Field Day operation for emergency 
preparedness. After a hospitalization because 
of the complications of Cystic Fibrosis, and 
being “Possumized”, Richard maintained 
regular attendance at RARS and DFMA 
meetings. This fall, Richard enjoyed working 


See Richard Page 6 


The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. (RARS), was founded 
in 1969 and continues to serve and support the Amateur Radio 
community in the Greater Triangle area. 


The Objectives of the club are to promote world-wide friendship 
through Amateur Radio; to be of public service by providing radio 
communications in times of disaster, emergency, or civic need; to 
educate members in radio technique and to assist in obtaining 
Amateur Radio licenses. 


All persons interested in Amateur Radio, currently licensed or not, 
are elgible to apply for membership to the club. Dues to the club are 
$18.00 per year (from July 1 through June 30). Applications for 
membership may be obtained from any of the officers listed below 
from the newsletter editor, or at any RARS meeting. 


Club meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month, 
beginning at 7:30 PM, at Forest Hills Baptist Church, on the corner of 
Clark Avenue and Dixie Trail just off of Hillsbourough Street. 


In addition to the many service, civic, social, and special events, 
the club sponsors repeaters on 145.04/64 MHz, 223.04/224.64 MHz, 
449.5/444.5 MHz, 449.95/445.95 MHz. Many RARS members also 
provide support for a DX Packet Cluster system node on 147.57 
MHz. All repeaters cover Raleigh, and most of the surrounding Wake 
County area. Auto-patch services are open and available for use by 
any duly licensed amateur operator of Technican or greater license 
class on many of these sponsored repeaters. Additional club 
information can be found on the RARS Homepage on the Internet 
World Wide Web at http://rtpnet.org/~rars. 

1997 Officers: 
President Cyndi Wood, KD4ACW 
116 Waterfall Court 
Cary, NC 27511 
(919) 380-7286 
Email: snockw@vms.sas.com 
Vice President Pat Fix, KE4FCJ 
324 Silverberry Court 
Cary, NC 27513 
(919) 677-8320 
Email: pfix@pagesz.net 
Secretary: Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
211 Dundalk Way 
Cary, NC 27511 
(919) 362-9456 
Email: Jwittich@nortel.ca 
Treasurer Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court, 
Raleigh, NC 27515 
(919) 847-4641 


The EXCITER is published monthly by the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society, and is mailed at no cost to its members. Letters to the 
Editor, technical articles, items of interest to the ham community and 
guest editorials are actively solicited. 


Articles published in the EXCITER do not necessarily represent 
the views or carry the endorsements of club officers, Board of — 
Directors, EXCITER editor or the membership. Articles will be 
printed at the discretion of the editor, and no article will be published 
unless it is accompanied by the name(s) of the person(s) submitting 
the article. 


All copy for publication in the EXCITER must be in the hands of 
the editor by the end of the Board of Director’s meeting on the third 
Tuesday of each month. Articles may be hand written, typed, or in 
electronic form as an ASCII file or on disk, transmitted via telephone 
modem, or over Internet to any one of the officers or the EXCITER 
editor. 


Amateur Radio-related items for sale by the members can be 
advertised without charge for one issue, but may be resubmitted as 
often as desired. These ads must be noncommercial in nature. 
Commercial ads will be run in return for the following donations 
to the club: 


Single Issue Full Year 
Business Card $ 7.50 $ 75.00 
Quarter Page $ 11.26 $ 112.50 
Third Page $ 15.00 $ 150.00 
Half Page $ 22.50 $ 225.00 
Full Page $ 50.00 N/A 


Commercial Ads must be of “camera-ready quality”, and cannot 
be sent by Amateur Radio. Due to the reprographic process used, no 
color copy can be accepted. 


Contributions, inquiries, comments concerning EXCITER 
content, advertisements, and mailing problems should be directed to 
your EXCITER editor: 


TBD 

(Filling in for the exiting Curt Phillips is 
Walter Price, KM4BU 

420 Oak Ridge Rd. 

Cary, NC 27511 

Email: waltreid@aol.com) 
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Young Ladies’ Radio League 


GP PRESIDENT'S 
es ee 
Gm __ CORNER 


Well, the end of the year is here and so 
ends my term as President of RARS. I would 
like to thank everyone that has supported me as 
well as the club during the past two years. I 
would especially like to thank the Board of 
Directors for their continued support during my 
term. We have faced a lot of tough issues and it 
hasn’t always been easy to make decisions. But 
as I pointed out to them, if we all thought alike, 
then there wouldn’t be any need for the Board. 
We have had a good representation of the 
general membership on the Board and this has 
been augmented by a few regulars that show up 
for each meeting. Many thanks to them also for 
having the interest in the club and to make time 
for the Board meetings. 

Being at “the top” for two years has 
opened up my eyes immensely. At a glance, 


one doesn’t outwardly see all the people that 
hold this club together and contribute unself- 
ishly of their time. Each one is just as important 
as the other, everyone from the one that helps 
out with a public service event, operates a shift 
at Field Day, sells tickets at the Hamfest, the 
person that greets you at the door at the 
monthly meeting to the guy that brings the 
donuts for the meetings. 

Each one plays a special part and all these 
parts put together is what makes our club so 
great. I challenge each of you to commit to 
participating in at least one ham related activity 
next year, whether it be public service, Field 
Day, 

Hamfest, ARES, Skywarn, helping setup 
tables prior to a meeting or just offering assis- 
tance to your fellow ham. If everyone did this 
just think of where we will be next year as a 
club! 

Thanks again for all your support! 

-73 

Cyndi, KD4ACW 


Holidays And Amateur Radio 


When you think of the coming holidays, 
you may think of all the lights that will be on 
display, or the extended family you will see, the 
religious significance, or didn’t the mall dress 
up a little too early this year? When the holi- 
days finally arrive it will be a busy time. You 
may be the extended family that gets to travel 
to your real home sweet home. Or you may be 
the host of too many people for too many days. 
Despite the demands of the season Amateur 
Radio can be a wonderfully satisfying part of 
your holidays. 


If you will be traveling by air, stash you 
HT with your carry-on luggage. Make sure the 
battery is charged so you can show the baggage 
inspectors that a Ham is always ready for an 
emergency. If multiple members of the family 
are also amateur operators, be sure to bring 
their radios too. It can be really handy in a far 
away city with multiple family members going 
different places with their cousins. Don’t forget 
your chargers and repeater directory. 

If you will be driving, you can find a lot 


CQ Contest CQ Contest Whiskey- 
Four-Delta-Whiskey Contest 


Ahh... The sound of Field Day. It was 
also the sound heard at AC4ZO on the third 
weekend of November as a group of RARS 
members operated the station in the ARRL 
November Sweepstakes Phone contest. 

It happened like this: It was a dark and 
stormy night... No wait, that was Fran. It was a 
cool and breezy afternoon, and Bobbie’s 
vegetable beef soup was already filling the 
shack with an aroma that would distract even 
the most focused contester. The first to arrive 
was Smitty, KF4UQY, a recent graduate of a 
RARS class. Although Smitty was not sched- 
uled to operate, his curiosity got the best of him 
and he dropped by an hour or so before the start 
of the event to see what was going on. | 
suppose it was 3:30 or 4:00 Saturday afternoon. 

First on the schedule to operate was 
David, N4YTO. He was to be on from 5:00 
until 8:00 for the opening three hours. Some- 
time just after 4:00 I turned the radio on to see 
how noisy the bands were when I hear... lots of 
contest QSOs going on. “Heh heh,” I thought. 
“Listen to the lids that don’t know the contest 
starts at 5.” Bout that time, Bobbie passes 
through the shack and asks “What’s the matter 
with the clock on your contest computer? It’s 
an hour off.” With my most smug attitude I 
explained that “Well the clock you see is 
actually set to zulu time because that’s how we 
elite contesters do things, and this offset here is 
to set the local time to... HEY, this computers 
messing up... it IS an hour off. What’s going 


on here? Um... OH NO!!! When did we go off 
Eastern Daylight Time? AARRGGG!!! The 
contest started at 4:00, not 5:00.” I sure am glad 
Bobbie’s not one to gloat. 

Ok, with the shock of blowing the start 
time over, David and Pat arrived about 4:15, 
and David was on the air by 4:25. The first 
contact was with a station in the Virgin Islands, 
one of only a few Sections not on the North 


‘ American continent. One of the objects of the 


contest is to work stations in as many of the 79 
Sections as possible, and I was happy to see the 
VI section out of the way. David did am 
excellent job and was completely self suffi- 
cient. As control operator, I just sat back with 
my feet up on the console and listened through 
a second headset as David put the first 50 
contacts in the log. Pat had come along with 
David to operate in the case that David gave 
out before the end of his shift, but she seemed 
relieved that she didn’t have to get on. I bet 
that changes next time. 

During this three hour period, I enjoyed 
watching a change come over a person. It was 
Smitty. His was keenly interested moments 
before the operating started. An hour into the 
event and he was mesmerized. By 8:00 he was 
on the phone with his bride explaining that he 
would be just a while longer. I could tell he 
was hooked big time. It happens. 

It was also during this period that the soup 
got done. Man, was it good! Glad there was a 
lot of it. 

Cyndi, KD4ACW, arrived a short time 
before her scheduled operating time of 9:00 pm 
A quick look around at all the notes and refer- 
ence cards posted at the operating position, and 
she took over the chair from a tired David and 


was off on her own. A seasoned Field Day 
operator, Cyndi knew the ins and outs of crisp 
contest operating, but I believe this was the first 
time she performed both the logging and 
operating function herself. It was during 
Cyndi’s shift that Smitty took the plunge. With 
sweaty palms, and a shaky voice, he learned 
just how hard “whiskey four delta whiskey” 
can be to say sometimes. After all, David made 
it look so easy. I'll let Smitty tell his own tale 
though. How bout it Smitty? Maybe an article 
next month? 

Four hours later, at midnight, with more 
than 100 contacts in the log, in came Dick, 
KD4ISC. We were all very happy to see 
Dick... he brought homemade chocolate chip 
cookies. He also is an excellent operator that 
doesn’t mind sleep deprivation in order to help 
out. It was during Dick’s shift that Smitty left. 
I think it was long after midnight, and I remem- 
ber thinking “I hope his wife is a sound 
sleeper”. By 4:00 am and with nearly 200 
contacts in the log, Dick got up and stretched, 
and turned the chair over to Gary, KN4AQ. 

By the time Gary got on, signals on the 
band were beginning to thin out, and that 
worked to our advantage. We were able to be 
heard well enough to be able to call CQ (run 
rate) instead of just answering other stations 
CQs (search and pounce). This is a major 
advantage, but is usually available only to 
stations much larger than AC4ZO. Another 
nice thing about this mode of operation, is it 
allows the operator to use the voice keyer, a 
device that speaks automatically at the touch of 
a button, using the operators prerecorded 
message in his own voice. Gary was the first 
operator to use the voice keyer I think. While 
Gary was on, I took the opportunity to snooze 


for an hour or two. 

The morning’s first light brought about a 
major personnel change. With the rising of the 
sun, the retiring operator (Gary) and yours truly 
headed for the Benson Hamfest, relinquished 
control to Joey, KE4DRJ, in the operating 
chair, and Wilbur, WD4RDT in the control-op 
position (feet up, coffee in hand, headphones 
sort of halfway on). Joey had the longest shift 
of all, putting about 75 in the log over the next 
5 hours. 

Next up was NAOP (North American 
QSO Party) veteran Mike, KE4OQ0O. Mike did 
his thing from noon until 3:00 pm getting us to 
within an hour and a half of quitting time. With 
Mike on the mic, and Wilbur looking on, the 
log filled out to somewhere in the neighbor- 
hood of 360 contacts. Mike’s done this before, 
so Wilbur had an easy time of it. I’m told that 
Mike helped spread goodwill by engaging all 
the contesters he worked in conversation, heh 
heh. 

I returned from the hamfest just a few 
minutes after 3:00, ready to handle the last shift 
myself, but not very excited about it. You see, 
I’m terrible at phone, and don’t enjoy it, but 
like to watch other people working it. I guess 
phone is fun if you’re loud. As I arrived back 
at the shack, I was very happy to see my old 
friend Warren, AD4ZE, in the chair. Warren is 
an excellent contester, and all around good 
friend who didn’t think he would have a chance 
to operator at all that weekend. I’m not sure 
how it happened, but I sure was happy to see 
him. With 20 minutes lift to operator, Warren 
picked up 3 of the remaining 7 sections needed. 

So how did we fare? Well lessee... 405 
QSOs in 75 of the 79 sections. How good is 

See CQ Contest Page 7 
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Richard from Page 1 


several shifts for the Red Cross at the State 
Fair. 

At the risk of omission, great thank-yous 
are due those RARS members who took a 
personal interest in helping Richard. Your 
donations of time and caring were critical to the 
level of success Richard’s stay afforded him. A 
thank-you is due all who were also able to 
contribute financially. A special thanks goes to 
DFMaA for their very generous club financial 
contribution. Thank-you to all those who 
worked behind the scene in the fund raising 
effort. These folks shared their time and talents 
in many ways, from helping Richard secure a 
place to stay, logistics, driving him to appoint- 
ments on their lunch hour, coordinating fund 
raising efforts, and perhaps the most important 
donation of all, the ear of another human being. 
These people are indeed remarkable: Gary 
Pearce, KN4AQ; Ken Edwards, N4ZBB; Dick 


Orander, KD4ISC; Kathy Spargo, KF4RDK; 
Humberto Martinez, KF4SDL; Mike Milan, 
KE400Q0O; Rick Crapse, KB4TKQ; and Buddy 
Furr, K4AUNC. 

Although Richard has left our area with- 
out realizing his main goal, the effort was not 
unproductive. He went home with more 
understanding of transplant procedures, and life 
style changes that can make a difference in 
one’s health. He may find his need for trans- 
plant can be postponed. We hope that is the 
case and sent him with all our best. When we 
reach out to others who are in need, usually 
other needs not addressed directly can also be 
satisfied for that person and for ourselves. If 
we search a little, we’ll find that what we’ve 
given we receive, usually in abundance. Thank 
you all! 


Happy Holidays! Bobbie — KD4ZVW 


oe 


Holiday (from Page 3) 


of pleasure rag-chewing with the locals along 
the way. This is especially helpful if you are the 
only one in the car awake. If you have the 
triangle-area frequencies entered into your 
radio’s memory, you may find some common 
frequencies with other areas (146.88, 146.64, 
146.94, 147.15, 147.27 and others). Your 
repeater directory is a great resource for where 
to tune. If you plan your route by map, you 
may find it useful to enter area frequencies and 
tone access information right on the map. Most 
times, the locals are people are as helpful and 
nice as you are. 

What about (Bum, Bum, Bum) HF? 

HF mobile is the hottest new/old trend in 


the hobby thanks to the newest generation of 
2meter-sized HF rigs. There is an absolute thrill 
of talking to people far away while in the car. If 
you have a flexible frequency antenna system, 
there will always be some band open. 

Mobile HF however takes a little more 
time to set up for maximum satisfaction. Its a 
good idea to get a little bit of mentorship from 
those in the club who regularly run mobile HF. 
Here are some common issues: 

If I already have a VHF or dual band rig 
mounted, where does the HF rig go? Can I run 
my regular-sized DC powered rig in the car? 
Do I have to drill holes in the car to mount an 

See Holiday Page 8 


CQ Contest from Page 5 


that? Well, when the results come out in the 


June QST, look for W4DW in the bottom 25%. 


AC4ZO is a small station. Just 100 watts and a 
dipole. We’re a pea-shooter in a big guns 
game. Even though our score is about as good 
as it could be for a small station, it is not good 
when compared to the others in the contest. 

Then why did we do it? We did it to 
explore this aspect of the hobby. We did it 
make ourselves better operators. We did it for 
fun. And hopefully, someone took with them 
some knowledge of something they knew little 
of before. 

I hereby declare the W4DW effort in the 
November Sweepstakes a success. You’ll be 
hearing more about W4DW in HF contests in 
the coming year. The Board is granting per- 
mission to use the call for operations such as 
this, and next year I’m going to try to get some 
funding approved in the budget to conduct 
three such operations, the first of which is in 
August. The funding would be to feed the 
operators during the contest period, and possi- 
bly for certificate printing. 

RARS has supported this contest for the 
past few years by sponsoring two of the 


plaques that are given as awards. That means 
RARS pays for them. At a cost of $50 each, 
RARS sponsors the plaques for the winners in 
the Roanoke division, for CW High Power, and 
CW Low Power classes of operation. 

The next W4DW operation from here will 
be the North American QSO Party in January. 
This is a particularly nice contest for beginners 
because the exchange (data traded between 
Stations) is simple, and the maximum power 
allowed is 200 watts. This gives small stations 
such as mine the ability to be heard, and - 
everybody has more fun (except the big guns!) 
The NAQP is only 12 hours long, so operating 
shifts will either have to be shorter or fewer. 

Does this sound like fun? Want to give it 
atry? Give me a call, and let me get a list of 
interested people for the January contest. I 
believe the date is January 17. 73 for now. 

The W4DW cast in order of their appear- 
ance were: AC4ZO, KF4UQY, N4YTO, 
KD4ACW, KD4ISC, KN4AQ, WD4RDT, 
KE4DRJ, KE40Q0, and AD4ZO. 

Thanks to all. 

Jeff 


Fowl 


Robert P. Holmes 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Motor Vehicle Negligence 


& Workplace Injuries 


Smith & Holmes, P.C. 
P. O. Box 1069 
Raleigh, NC 27602 


(919) 832-5000 
Fax 832-5080 
KE4FUD 


W4TIM 


Robert P. Buehlmann 
Historian and collector 
of 
Antique Radios, Artifacts & Documentation, 


Commercial, Amateur and Military 


1314 Chaney Rd. 
Raleigh, NC 27606 


(919) 851-5169 


You can add your business card or commercial ad to the EXCITER. See Page 2 for details. 
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Holiday (from Page 6) 


antenna? Do some of the more attractive 
antenna designs work as well as the ugly bug- 
catcher designs? How do you get a cable run 
through the firewall of these new cars? Your 


mentor can assist with each one of these issues. 


Two final tips—The bigger the vehicle, the 
better and it helps if your spouse is also a ham. 
So your hosting the reunion this year 

instead of merely attending it? Less problem 
with amateur radio than you might think. What 
an opportunity to show off radio operations. 
This is the excuse you have needed to clean up 
your shack. This may be your chance to plant a 
few seeds that will bloom all over the country. 
You may have your best luck with demonstra- 
tions if you devise a scheduled event both at 
your home and with other amateurs. Advertise 
it with flyers posted around the house. Make 
your schedule occur more than one time if 


possible so the shy ones and the busy ones can 
attend later sessions. 

Choose your most entertaining over-the- 
air friends for the contact if possible. If you 
know someone from the same city as your 
visitors, it may be a nice tag on the demonstra- 
tion to set up a scheduled contact between you 
and your visitors at the other operator’s house. 

If you don’t have HF voice privileges, 
don’t worry. It doesn’t matter to a newcomer 
what your license class is because you are 
ahead of them and can show them something 
new. If possible, give them something they can 
take with them as a reminder of the contact. 
The Archie Comics are available from the 
league. If your prime visitors are a little older, 
perhaps you can share your now unused 
beginner’s materials. 

What if none of the above applies? Enjoy 
your time off and play radio. You never know 
who you might find on the air. Happy Holi- 
days and 73 de KM4BU 


MINUTES OF THE MEETING 


Regular November 


RARS Meeting 


November 4, 1997 


The regular meeting of the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society was held on 
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November 4, 1997 at the Forest Hills Baptist 
Church on Clark Avenue. The meeting was 
called to order at a special start time of 7:00 
pm by Cyndi KD4ACW. 

Cyndi reviewed the public service 
events that RARS members assisted with this 
month. Included were the Special Olympics 
Fall Games, the Simulated Emergency Test 
(SET), and the North Carolina State Fair. All 
the participants were thanked. 

The President then announced that Mike 
Wood, KIMW, is making a group purchase 
of 1998 Call Book CD-ROMS at a cost of 
$33 each. 


Information was available from Cyndi. 
Gary KN4AQ announced the new RARS 
vanity call, W4RNC, and explained our 
reasons for getting it. 

Lynn KO4QH, Education Director, said 
that the RARS fall class will be taking their 
exams on Thursday, November 6. She asked 
those needing instructions or directions to 
contact her. . 

Bernard KC4UPX, FM Committee 
Chairman, gave an update on the upcoming 
move of the RARS repeaters. He said the 
Bayleaf tower is being destroyed, and a new 
250 foot tower will be going up very near the 
current site. Bernard has secured two spots 
on the new tower at about the 215 foot level 
for the 224 and 440 repeaters. Also, we are 
expecting a letter next week which will give 
us permission to put 146.64 on the North 
Carolina Highway Patrol tower near the 
Fairgrounds. 

Cyndi has received a request from the 
Triangle Radio Reading Service, and intro- 
duced Callie to explain the details. Specifi- 
cally, they are looking for people in the local 
area to repair [subcarrier] radio receivers. 

Cyndi then introduced Roger Allen, 
KD4MYE, candidate for North Carolina 
Section Manager. 

Chuck H4HF gave the Nominating 
Committee report. He began by thanking the 
other committee members, KM4BU, 
KA3PSK, and KD4ACW. The Committee 
nominated the following officers for two 
year terms: President, Gary KN4AQ; 


Secretary, Carl KU4HM. The following were 
nominated for one year terms: 

Public Service Director, Gerry KD4YJV; 
Education Director, Lynn KO4QH; 

Field Day Chairman, Mike WA4BPJ; 
Exciter Editor, Walter KM4BU; 

FM Chairman, Bernard KC4UPX; 

At Large Director, Charlie W4VFJ; 

At Large Director, Wilbur WD4RDT; 

ARRL Liaison, Chuck K4HF. 

Also, the following Chairman are nominated: 
RARS VE Exam Coordinator, Vince 
AA4MY; 

W4DW/W4RNC Trustee, Mike WA4BPJ. 

The election will be held at the Decem- 
ber General Meeting. 

Cyndi read a letter that the Club re- 
ceived from the Central Childrens Home of 
North Carolina. This was in response to a 
coniribution we made in memory of W4JG. 

Gary made the long anticipated an- 
nouncement the W4DW has officially taken 
top honors in the 7A category for Field Day 
1997, edging out W6TRW for first place. 

Cyndi introduced Reed Whitten, AB4W 


who by this time has arrived. Reed is the 


incumbent Section Manager. 

With the announcements completed, the 
program was turned over to Jack WOUCE for 
the evenings fun and entertainment in the 
form of the RARS annual auction. Door 
prizes were not awarded this month, which is 
our custom in November. The meeting 
adjourned at 9:42 pm 

Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO Secretary 


SS a RISE 


Christmas Nostalgia: 
The smell of warm bakelite as the radio begins to bring in Bing Crosby singing “I’ll be home”. 
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RARS Board Meeting 


October 21 1997 

The monthly Board meeting of the 
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society was held at the 
Forest Hills Baptist Church on October 21. 
The meeting was called to order by KD4ACW 
at 7:39 pm Members present were: KD4ACW, 
KN4AQ, W4CP, KE4FCIJ, K4HF, KA3PSK, 
KO4QH, KC4UPX, and AC4ZO. The total 
attendance was 16. On motion by KE4FCJ, 
seconded by K4HF, the September minutes 
were approved. 

Officer’s Reports: 

KD4ACW announced that Nancy Brown, 
KE4PPW, has undergone bypass surgery after 
suffering a heart attack. Also, KD4ACW 
commented on the Picnic which was held on 
October 11, and thanked KE4FCJ for a job well 
done. AC4ZO gave the Treasurer’s report in the 
absence of WA4BPJ, and said that RARS 
membership is 296. 

Committee Reports: 

KE4FCJ gave the VP report. She said that 
the program for the November meeting will be 
the annual auction, and that the election of new 
officers and Board members will be conducted. 
At the December meeting, the new leaders will 
be installed, and then the annual Christmas 
Party will commence. KO4QH reported on the 
Education Department. She said the RARS 
Fall classes are progressing smoothly, although 
the attendance is low. Also this month, 
KE40Q0 visited a fourth grade class with a 
successful presentation on amateur radio, and a 
Cub Scout Pack in Raleigh had a ham as a 
guest speaker. Lynn noted that the classes are 
being videotaped, and thanked KN4AQ for all 
his effort in so doing. At this point, Cyndi 
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introduced John, N4YRD, who has just re- 
turned from Provo, Utah, after being gone for 
three years. John was welcomed warmly. 
K4HF gave the Nominating Committee report. 
KC4UPX gave the FM Committee report. He 
said that we still are working several options 
for tower space for the RARS repeaters, but 
that the picture is finally brightening, and that 
he expects to make a full report to the member- 
ship at the November meeting. 

New Business: 

The issue of the Rarsfest computer was 
once again heard. A use for this computer has 
been identified in previous months, but that 
need did not materialize, and so the computer is 
again available for assignment. Many ideas 
were discussed, and finally, KO4QH made a 
motion to list the computer on the RARS 
traders net for $600. The motion was seconded 
by AC4ZO and an even longer discussion 
ensued. Finally, KE4FCJ successfully moved to 
Call the Question, and the original motion was 
defeated. KN4AQ moved to table the issue 
until after the election of Officers and Board 
members. The motion was seconded by 
KA3PSK, and was carried. AC4ZO brought to 
the Board the issue of use of the W4DW call by 
RARS members engaging in special event or 
contest type operations. Specifically, he was 
seeking Board approval to use the call for an 
operation from his home station in the Novem- 
ber Sweepstakes, on the weekend of November 
15. Amotion was made by KE4FCJ, seconded 
by KA3PSK to allow the operation. The 
motion passed. 

The following announcements were 
made: 

AC4ZO — Announced that RARS took 
top honors this year in the 7A category on Field 


# 


Day. He was then directed by the Board to 
send letters of congratulations to N4NC, and 
W6TRW. 

The following Board Member com- 
ments were made: 

KO4QH — Said that the Crystals meet 
on the 4th Tuesday of each month at the 
Golden Corral on Hwy 70, and that there will 
be a pumpkin decorating contest at this month’s 
meeting. 

W4CP — Said good-bye to RARS and 
the Board, as he is leaving the area. He an- 
nounced that the remainder of his responsibility 
will be handled by KM4BU. 

K4HF — Said that the SET (Simulated 
Emergency Test) was a success, and he had a 
fun time participating. 

N4YRD — Is happy to be back with us. 

On motion by AC4ZO, seconded by 
KE4FCIJ, the meeting adjourned at 9:42 pm, 
but was reconvened at 9:45 to dispose of one 
additional item. A quorum was made up of 8 of 


the original 9 Board members in attendance. 
‘The issue heard was that of the disposal of two 
lengths of large Heliax which was donated to 
the club. A motion was made by KC4UPX, 
seconded by KA3PSK to auction off the coax 
at the November meeting, with a minimum bid 
set at $100. During discussion, the motion was 
amended to remove the minimum bid. After 
too much discussion, K4HF successfully 
moved to call the question, and the original 
motion passed. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:49 pm 


Respectfully submitted, Jeff Wittich, 
AC4ZO - Secretary 


[Editor’s Note: We will have one more 
report of minutes from Jeff before his term 
expires. He has done a great job documenting 
our meetings. Be sure to give him a warm 
thank you.] 


Rae TIN 
What’s in a Name? 


Lots of titles and names are being changed to 
meet the sensitivities of the 90s. In Amateur Radio, 
we have convenient CW names like OM (old 
man), YL (young lady), XYL (usually wife). 
Should changes be made here? Should all women 


be YL. Should these designations reflect marital 
status without regard to age (like using LL for 
lovely lady, YF for Wife or MM for Married 
Man)? What do you think? Write EXCITER 
Editor at the postal or internet address on page 2. 
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Amateur Radio Electronics 
Home of 
Uncle Joe’s Ham Shack 


Uncle Joe offers: Coax, Ladder Line, Connectors, 
Wire, Rope, Ground Rods, And Other 


Antenna Items Available All Year Round 
Call Uncle Joe anytime for Hamfest Prices 


Joe Saah WB5ZPQ 
wbSzpq@juno.com 


Garner, NC 
779-5659 


YOU CAN REACH MOTIVATED BUYERS 
BY ADVERTISING IN THE EXCITER 


We can use your business card or devise 
an ad for your business. See page 2 for details 


Your Address 
Your Phone Number 


Your Name 
Your Call 


bs 


Amateur Radio—A National Resout'ce.: © 
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. e Dect } 
P. O. Box 17124 het 
Raleigh, NC 27619 
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Address Correction Requested 


Dec 2nd 


Dec 6th 


Dec 15th 
Dec 16th 
Dec 3lst 


Calendar of Events 
December 1997 


Regular RARS meeting; Forest Hills Baptist Church, directions on 
page 2. 

Program: Election of officers and Holiday Celibration! 

RARS Breakfast meeting; Griffin’s Restaurant, 10 AM 

Program: Informal gathering for eyeball QSOs. All Hams 

welcome 

Info: Call Woody KJ4SO, 848-1844 

Scanner/Shortwave Listening SIG; Info Bob KE4JVY, 481-9107 
RARS Advisory Board meeting; CANCELLED FOR HOLIDAYS 
ARRL Straight Key Night—24 hour period beginning 7:00 pm utc. — 
Not exactly a contest but a friendly CW meeting on the air uaiees ao 
Straight Keys. See December QST for cbtamis: ne 
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